
“It was a special treat to watch 

Lena play field hockey“

“Technology can help with 

making the transition easier“

 

     

 
 

 

David Frank and his family participated in the High School Program in 2013 and she 

contributed the following statement: 

 

I am happy to comment on our experience with Lena Grosser, our German exchange 

student. She was with us 4 years ago and I have been an advocate of the program since. I 

believe I even talked 2 families into hosting.  

The lucky kids from Dortmund get to come to Buffalo. I heard there are more kids than 

homes available. The happiest kids in Lena's group had a home with other students and their 

own bedroom.   

Lena's brother was part of the exchange program the year before. He ended up at our house 

one day with a bunch of other kids. He was a fine young man. He mentioned to our daughter 

Colleen that his sister wanted to come to Buffalo and would we consider hosting. We had 

considered it but never followed up on it. We had 

concerns about a girl in the same house as our 

teenage boy. I would say the biggest concern is 

what if you get someone who doesn't get along with 

your family. I think technology can help with some of 

this. If the kids get to know each other through 

Skype, Twitter, texting, Snapchat, etc, this will make the transition much easier. Host parents 

can do the same thing. My wife emailed Lena's mother asking for Lena's favorite recipe.  

We didn't have any expectations. We read what Lena wrote and what she wanted to 

accomplish. It all seemed reasonable. We thought about how difficult it must be for parents to 

send their 15 year old daughter off to live with a foreign family. We became determined to 

help them and provide a great experience for Lena.  

Dan Scanlon, the coordinator of the program at the time, did a wonderful job for all the kids. 

Dan had many cultural programs set up for the kids. For some of these, only my daughter 

was supposed to go. I would offer to pay for my son to go along. Dan would give him an 

extra ticket at no charge. Dan also spent a lot of time visiting and driving the girls who stayed 

in the dorms all over Buffalo. The coordinator's job is 

a lot of work. 

 I especially enjoyed watching Lena play field 

hockey. She ended up being voted the Most 

Valuable Player. My daughter is not involved in 

sports and this was a special treat for me to watch.  

At the time I understood the program was set up so that the academics did not count for 

credit back in Germany. I think this is a problem. Lena's goals were to become proficient in 

English, learn our culture and have fun with friends. She struggled academically. She liked 

the social part of school but not the classes. My daughter is now in college. She is thinking 
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about spending a semester abroad. The classes she would take at the university most 

definitely count.  

Overall, I think the program is great. Many kids in America go away for college. This 

experience gives them a little understanding of what it will be like when you leave home and 

live with some else in a dorm. Not all learning for our children takes place in a class room.  


