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well organized the program 

was“

 

     

 
 

 

Colleen and Jon O’Rourke participated in the High School Program in 2012 and they 

contributed the following statement: 

We are writing today in support of the high school exchange program that exists between 

Buffalo area high schools and those in our sister city of Dortmund. Our son, Jonathan 

(Jonny), who is now a second year college student at Niagara University in Lewiston, NY, 

attended high school at St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in Kenmore, NY. As a first year 

freshman student, he decided to take German as his required foreign language. This 

decision not only exposed him to a very interesting culture, but also provided the opportunity 

to host a German exchange student in the first semester of his sophomore year. As we 

looked into this program, we were impressed by how well organized it was in terms of the 

plans, the expectations, the arrangements, the 

scheduled activities and so forth. We decided that the 

exposure would be a positive benefit to us as parents, 

our daughter, Mary, but especially for our son whose 

horizons were just starting to widen.  

Everyone was just a bit nervous the night when we first 

met Tim in August of 2012. None of us knew quite what 

to expect so we tried to approach the encounter with an open mind. We can tell you that the 

young man we met that night was extremely grateful for the opportunity to participate in the 

program. He was overly respectful of our ‘space’ and demonstrated a cheerful willingness to 

repay our hospitality in whatever way he could. We participated in a number of activities with 

the other host families and were fortunate to meet many other wonderful local families who 

were also taking advantage of this rewarding opportunity. There are several pre-planned 

activities that involve the families but there are many others just for the exchange students as 

well as for the exchange student and the host student. I know our son enjoyed the meeting 

with the City of Buffalo's Mayor Brown in his downtown office as much as Tim did. An 

unexpected consequence of hosting Tim was our desire to engage in extra family activities 

on those few weekends where his schedule was free. We were proud to show him hidden 

treasures of our region. 

Tim and Jonny became friends but retained their own schedules. Tim took advantage of the 

opportunity to run with the Cross Country team at St Joe's, while Jonny played on the 

school's soccer team. Tim made a set of friends who were distinct from Jonny’s, though they 

spent time with each other’s groups. Tim was able to join us along with two other friends of 

theirs on a weekend trip to visit our daughter at college in Chicago, IL. He really added a 

wonderful dimension to our visit as we focused on the things that we might otherwise take for 

granted, things that make us Americans. 

The expense and inconvenience was so minimal that is not even worth mentioning. 

Smooth Expansion of our Family 
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“He added a wonderful 

dimension to our visit as we 

focused on things that we might 

take for granted, things that 

make us Americans.“

We were truly surprised at how hard it was to finally 

say goodbye in the parking lot of the Buffalo Marriott 

hotel on that early December Day. The whole 

experience went by in the wink of an eye. We hope 

to, but don’t know, if we will see Tim again, but Jonny 

and two of their friends did pay a two-week visit to 

Tim and his family in Dortmund the following summer. 

Tim and his family were most gracious hosts to these 

boys. Tim planned an itinerary for the boys to visit 

many other German cities besides Dortmund while they were there. They especially loved 

the opportunity to see the Dortmund soccer stadium! 

To this day, Jonny, Tim and his new American friends retain a relationship that never could 

have happened without our participation in the Buffalo-Dortmund Sister City Exchange 

Program. We expect that they will most likely reunite again somewhere in the world!  

We have no hesitation whatsoever in highly recommending this program and appreciate the 

opportunity to share our very positive experience with it. We would be happy to answer any 

questions that potential host families may have. We are hopeful that this valuable program 

will continue well into the future. 


