
“It was fun seeing her 

enjoyment of fall and 

Halloween“

“I would recommend the 

hosting experience for anyone 

who would enjoy sharing our 

customs and traditions“

 

     

 
 

Ilsa Cooper and her family participated in the High School Program in 2014 and she 

contributed the following statement: 

 

Regarding my experience hosting Nina Piontek 3 years ago, she and her parents were very 

appreciative and grateful that I agreed to host her. She arrived with all kinds of presents for 

me and my 3 cats--candy, a game, a mug from Dortmund, a stuffed bear, and a couple of 

beautiful Ritzenhoff champagne glasses which they continued to send me during the next 4 

months that she was here so now I have a set of 

6.  They were extremely generous both in all the gifts 

they sent me and also in their e-mails, thanking me 

for hosting their daughter.  

Nina seemed to really enjoy her time here, mostly 

because it was fall and she loved all the Halloween 

customs and also everything related to the fall 

because she said that neither of those things are so important in Germany.  We went to a 

pumpkin farm with her friend Karla and they got pumpkins to carve into Jack-O- Lanterns and 

we went to some neighborhood Halloween displays. And everyone at her school wore 

costumes to a party there.  It was really fun seeing her enjoyment of the season, since my 

children are older so I haven't had that experience in a while. 

Thanksgiving was also something new for her to experience. We were invited to a friend's 

house for a large, multi-ethnic dinner so she got to experience it in its truest form.  I just 

received another package from her and her parents with more gifts and thanking me for 

introducing her to this tradition. 

Before she left shortly before Christmas I received another package from Germany with more 

candy and some beautiful Christmas decorations and I enjoyed shopping for some Buffalo 

themed gifts to send home with her for her parents. 

So I would recommend the hosting experience for 

anyone who would enjoy sharing our customs and 

traditions with someone from another country.  I also 

hosted many students from all over the world many 

years ago when my children were younger thru AFS 

and always found it a great experience for me and my 

children.  

 

The Beauty of Sharing Traditions 

Statement of Experience 
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