
“We made great connections as 

well with her family...“

“You will be making the 

friendship of a lifetime with an 

amazing person“

 

     

 
 

 

Suzanne Thepaut-Hasselback and her parents participated in the High School Program in 

2002 and she contributed the following statement: 

 

I wanted to put in my two cents as a host sister! 

Maria Kordy stayed with my family through the 

Buffalo-Dortmund exchange, and she quickly 

became our sister! Our family has been hosting for 

the past 36 years, and yet we have rarely made a 

connection like this with our other guests. Maria fit in 

to our family perfectly, and we brought her everywhere we could think of - Niagara Falls, 

evidently, but also to Darien Lake, Meyer Brothers, the waterfront, Chestnut Ridge, the old 

railroad terminal, and Wegmans :-) to name a few! She was enthusiastic and asked 

questions about everything, making us realize how our city appeared from the outside. As 

always with visiting students, flexibility on both sides was important - communication 

remained open, and we got around a number of potholes that could have been. We laughed 

about false cognates, shared recipes, and made great connections as well with her family - 

we even visited her parents' house, and her dad and Maria returned to our house multiple 

times after she had returned to Germany at the end of her stay with us. It's a lifelong 

connection that was made, and I invited her to my wedding in 2010! To anyone that is 

considering hosting through the Buffalo-Dortmund exchange, I would say that you will be 

making the friendship of a lifetime with an amazing 

person who will become like your own child/sibling. 

Keep an open mind, and be ready to laugh a lot!  
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