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Skyler Cole participated in the Buffalo State College J-Term in 2018 and she 

contributed the following statement: 

 

Dortmund is a city full of wonderful 

and different people from all sorts 

of backgrounds. We got to 

experience the different cultures in 

Dortmund when we all toured the 

Nordstadt or the North City. We 

met with a lot of groups that help refugees and people that have just come to Germany 

or whoever is an immigrant that may need their help. The work that these groups are 

doing is incredible. Many of the people that work in these programs are social workers. 

They do so many things for their community like teach the language, help some people 

find jobs, help children with their school work, and keep them busy so that they aren’t 

getting into trouble. While in Dortmund We all got the wonderful opportunity of meeting 

the Dortmund Burgermeister. The meeting with the Burgermeister was extremely 

informative and taught us a lot about the city we had been staying in for the past couple 

of weeks. We also got a tour of the Gestapo museum that is next to the 

Auslandsgesellschaft. This experience hits hard but is extremely informative if I had the 

opportunity I would love to go back and learn even more. We also got to tour the BVB 

stadium, which if you’re into soccer would enjoy greatly. Another event we went to while 

we were in Dortmund was The Konzerthaus in Dortmund. It is extremely elegant and 

since the President of the Auslandsgesellschaft got us tickets we were extremely lucky 

to witness a wonderful concert there. Lastly, I would like to talk about my host family. 

They were extremely wonderful people that would do anything to make you feel 

comfortable. During my stay, I got to know them a bit better and we all seemed to be 

more comfortable around each other. My favorite activities with my host family have to 

be our game nights we had a few during my stay with them and they were always 

extremely fun while my host family was also very competitive. My host mother also took 

me to a park that was filled with lights during one of my first nights and it was a 

wonderful experience. I will miss them all so much, just as I miss Dortmund.  
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“We got to experience the different cultures 

in Dortmund when we all toured the 

Nordstadt or the North City.” 



 

 

Our first trip from Dortmund was 

to Berlin. We took the train 

which only took a few hours. In 

Berlin, we stayed in a hostel 

and it was nothing I expected it 

to be. It was sort of like a dorm 

room that was like a hotel. You 

had a room key and everything 

like a hotel but there were three 

of us in the room in two bunk 

beds. I would definitely 

recommend it since they tend to 

be cheaper than hotels it was 

really wonderful. For our dinner  

we all had together we went to 

the Pirates Restaurant and Bar they had great drinks and great food. After dinner the 

restaurant turned into more of a bar the lights went dim and they turned on a bunch of 

colorful lights on and turned the music up. Everyone was dancing and having a great 

time. The Topography of Terror is one of the museums that I could have spent the 

entire day in. In this museum, we learned about the government during the holocaust 

and how everything had progressed into what we now know as Nazi Germany. I believe 

that it was all extremely important and if you can spend as much time as possible in 

there.  

 

Visiting the holocaust museum was the most influential event during our time in Berlin. 

This museum touches your heart in a way nothing else can. Take time if you are there 

to take it all in because it’s a very emotional experience. I don’t believe I can even put 

the magnitude of this museum into words everyone must experience it. When we were 

in Berlin we also got to tour the entire parliament building and see where all the past 

records were kept and were discussions and voting takes place within the government. 

We toured where the Berlin wall used 

to be and where some portions are still 

up. We got to see how exactly the wall 

was laid out where no man’s land 

would be and see the memorials of 

everyone that lost their lives due to the 

wall. Through this tour, we learned that 

the wall was not put up just to keep other political ideals out of the east but to keep 

people in and control the side that the Russians were in charge of. Checkpoint Charlie 

represents where people would have to cross the wall border to enter from the east or 

Checkpoint Charlie, 2018 

“The East Side Gallery is covered in 

marvelous art pieces that are changed from 

time to time. This art gallery spans the 

longest stretch of the Berlin Wall that is 

left today.” 



west of Berlin, it was under the control of the united states hence the name Checkpoint 

Charlie. The East Side Gallery is covered in marvelous art pieces that are changed from 

time to time. This art gallery spans the longest stretch of the Berlin Wall that is left 

today. It is filled with beautiful art pieces with many different styles and is really a site to 

see. We also got to visit the Brandenburger Tor two separate times, once at night, and 

once during the day. But this landmark is worth the trip you always see pictures of it but 

it is so much more marvelous in person.  

 

Our second trip was to Cologne, we had only gone 

for the day. Cologne was amazing it’s a wonderful 

city but I wish that we could have spent more than 

a few hours there. I hadn’t seen her in 3 and a half 

years so this part of the trip was one of my 

favorites. This city looked more like what people 

typically think when they think of a German city instead of being entirely modern you are 

reminded of the traditional architecture. In Cologne, we got to visit the Dom and it was 

huge, so huge I can’t even remember it all. It is a magnificent work of architecture. 

There is more detail in this building than any other building I have ever been to. It is 

worth as much time as you have. For lunch, we went to XII Apostle.  Our last stop in 

Cologne was to the Chocolate Museum. The chocolate museum was not what my group 

and I thought it was. You just learn about how chocolate is made and tells the history 

about cocoa beans.  

 

“In Cologne, we got to visit 

the Dom and it was huge, so 

huge I can’t even remember it 

all.” 


