
 
 

 

                         

Everything just felt correct and orderly in Dortmund 

                           

Statement of Experience 

 

Zachary Snellings participated in the Buffalo State College J-Term in 2017 and he 

contributed the following statement: 

 

The Buffalo State group arrived in Germany on January second of this year. Though the 

group was split in two, one for German language courses, and another for higher 

education administration. Our group, the German language course group, consisted of 

five people. Once in Dortmund, we began our classes at the Auslandsgesellschaft with 

Christina Schultz. Even though we only had classes for about thirteen days, we were 

able to cover a wide range of subjects in regards to German. The class was a mixture of 

serious and relaxed. Other than the writing and speak in the language, we discussed 

everyday life in Germany, recent events, and politics. Christina was also able to practice 

her English with us from time to time, and since she has yet been able to go to the USA, 

we were able to tell her the differences between our country and hers. 

 

Outside of the classroom, we had free time to do 

whatever we pleased, either individually or with 

others. I had time to do some various shopping in 

the city limits, along with eating out. Though most of 

the time I stuck to eating at the Hauptbahnhof, train 

station, as the food was fairly cheap. Besides our 

free time, both groups would come together for the 

scheduled events. Personally, I preferred some over others but for the most part they 

were all enjoyable to some degree. The few that were more memorable for me were: 

the Steinwache tour; the Signal-Iduna Park tour; Amsterdam; the weekend in Berlin; and 

my trip with my host family. Of course I remember the various other events we had, like 

the Nordstadt tour, but these were the ones that I enjoyed most.   

 

Steinwache was a prison that was used before the Third Reich, during, and after. 

Presently it is a museum that centers on the Nazi period. Located directly next to the 

school, we went on the last Friday of our trip. Here we went on a small tour that taught 

us of the various atrocities carried out by the police in Dortmund. Many were as 

expected, beatings, starvation, torture, but seeing the place in which these things 
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“Other than the writing and 
speak in the language, we 
discussed everyday life in 
Germany, recent events, and 
politics.” 



happened makes it more realistic. 

 

Signal-Iduna Park is the largest football stadium in all of Germany, and one of the 

largest in Europe. It's the home stadium to Borussia Dortmund (BVB), a popular 

German/European football team with an ever growing fan base. I must admit that I am 

not a sports person, but the stadium was impressive as it was far larger than it appears 

at a distance. I did, however, buy a Borussia Dortmund scarf, meaning I now will be 

trying to get into European football. Something that I never really looked into past one 

team, the Celtics from Glasgow, Scotland. 

 

Amsterdam was only a one day trip for 

the language group, which was both 

good and bad. The good was that we 

were able to tour the city, visit a 

couple museums (Van Gogh Museum 

and the Anne Frank House), and do a 

bit of shopping. The downside was not 

being able to stay for another day, 

which in itself is a small blessing since 

the other group that did stay ended up 

spending a lot more money there. 

Seeing as we had to stay for a month, 

we had to keep to a budget and 

spending a lot in the first weekend 

would be counterproductive to the 

rest of the trip. 

 

The longest trip we did, the weekend to Berlin, was simply amazing. The highlight for 

me was the Deutsches Historisches Museum (German History Museum). The museum 

was massive, with artifacts and paintings spanning the entirety of German history. 

Admittedly, the majority of my phones memory was taken up by pictures from this 

museum. If, or when, I go back to Germany, I'll make sure to return to Berlin for more of 

the museums, as we did not have the time to visit all which the city had to offer. 

 

My last trip was with my host family, the Gögel's. 

On Saturday, January twenty-first, Burkhard, 

Margret, and David took me to Detmold, Germany, 

about an hour and a half away from Dortmund. 

Here we went up to visit the Hermannsdenkmal, a 

memorial statue to Hermann the German. It was 

erected in the early 1900s in his memory as the Germanic chieftain that led an army to 

fend off the Roman invaders, thus keeping Germania separate from the Roman Empire. 

“It felt like a returning to a 
home that I have not been to in 

so long.” 

Amsterdam, 2017 



Afterwards, we went to the Externsteine, a seven million year old natural formation. In 

pre-Christian days it was considered a sacred space by the Germanic pagans of the 

area, modern day Germanic pagans still return to Externsteine yearly. The family more 

than likely did not know, but being of a Germanic pagan faith myself, this held further 

personal significance to me than what they might have expected. 

 

The trip in its entirety was absolutely amazing. It felt like a returning to a home that I 

have not been to in so long. Even during the times when I got extremely lost, I felt 

relatively no stress in comparison to everyday life in the States. Everything just felt 

correct and orderly in Dortmund, and in Germany as a whole. Though this sentiment is 

naive, since I do not live there I do not know the stresses of every day life and of recent 

events. However, if anyone were to ask me whether or not a trip to Germany is worth it, 

I only have one thing to say: Without a doubt. 


